
 
 

TK/K Lesson Plan Summary: Gustavo the Shy Ghost  

This is a resource for Readers and Classroom Teachers 

 

Focus: Developing emotional awareness, social skills, and friendship-building strategies. 

 

Key Activities: 

• Read-aloud of "Gustavo the Shy Ghost" to introduce themes of shyness, friendship, and 

bravery. 

• Discussion and role-playing to explore emotions and social situations. 

• Interactive activities like Friendship Bean Bag Toss, Hug a Friend, and Let's Go Fishing to 

promote social interaction. 

• Art and craft projects (Friendship Heart Poster, Papel Picado, Friendship Drawings) to 

reinforce key concepts. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

• Identify and express emotions, particularly shyness 

• Develop strategies for building and maintaining friendships 

• Learn about the Day of the Dead and its cultural significance 

• Foster a sense of belonging and acceptance 

 

Differentiation: 

• Adapt language and activities to meet the needs of different learners. 

• Offer choices and opportunities for individual expression. 

• Provide visual aids and prompts for students who need additional support. 

• Encourage collaboration and peer support. 

 

Classroom Management Tips: 

• Establish clear routines and expectations for group activities. 

• Use positive reinforcement to encourage participation. 

• Provide opportunities for movement and active learning. 

• Create a supportive and inclusive classroom environment. 

 

By focusing on emotional intelligence and social skills, this lesson plan aims to empower 

students to develop healthy relationships and build a strong sense of self. 

 

Further Reading for "Gustavo the Shy Ghost" 

Books that explore themes of shyness, friendship, and individuality: 

• The Worrywart Wolf by Aaron Blabey: This book follows a wolf who is afraid of everything and how 

he overcomes his fears. 

• The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt: This humorous story explores the emotions and 

perspectives of different characters. 

• The Rabbit Who Wants to Read by Alan Baker: This book celebrates the joy of reading and the 

power of imagination. 
These books can help children explore similar themes to "Gustavo the Shy Ghost" and expand their understanding of emotions and 
social interactions. 

 

 


